


October 22, 2022
PNAP/UWW Degree Ceremony

OPENING REMARKS 
    Andrea E. Evans
Interim Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs,
Northeastern Illinois University  

UWW COHORT SPEECH
    Michael Bell  

KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
    Fred Moten
Professor, New York University
  

SPECIAL REMARKS 
    Angela Y. Davis 
Emerita Professor, University of California, Santa Cruz

CONFERRING OF DEGREES

CLOSING REMARKS
    Colette Payne
Director, Women's Justice Institute Reclamation Project 

UWW COHORT POETRY
    Reginald BoClair

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE
    Chance the Rapper and Vic Mensa

PNAP Student James Barnwell, New World, 2022
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Keynote Speaker

Fred Moten
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Fred Moten is Professor in the
Department of Performance Studies, Tisch
School of the Arts, at New York University.
He holds an A.B. from Harvard and a Ph.D.
from the University of California, Berkeley.
Moten teaches courses and conducts
research in Black studies, performance
studies, poetics, and critical theory. 
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Special Remarks
Angela Y. Davis

Angela Y. Davis is known internationally
for her ongoing work to combat all forms
of oppression in the U.S. and abroad.
Over the years she has been active as a
student, teacher, writer, scholar, and
activist-organizer. She is a living witness
to the historical struggles of the
contemporary era.

Closing Remarks
Colette Payne

Colette Payne is Director of the Women’s
Justice Institute Reclamation Project. In
2015 Colette joined the WJI’s historic
delegation to conduct a Gender Informed
Practices Assessment of Logan
Correctional Center, becoming the first
formerly incarcerated woman to serve in
this role. In 2021 she was an inaugural
PNAP/NEIU Learning Fellow and
graduated from UWW in spring 2022. 
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Musical Performance

Chance the Rapper

Hailing from Chicago, Illinois, Chance the
Rapper has grown as a public figure in rap
since the early 2010s. Early in his career,
Chance joined a collective of Chicago
rappers who called themselves SAVEMONEY.
Chance has denied multiple record deals to
remain independent. He founded the
nonprofit SocialWorks in support of Chicago
Public Schools. 

Vic Mensa

Raised on the South Side of Chicago, Vic
rose to public awareness as a member of the
eclectic hip-hop band, Kids These Days, and
founder of the Chicago collective
SAVEMONEY alongside other local upstarts
Joey Purp and Peter CottonTale. He works to
further social causes in his hometown
through his nonprofit SAVEMONEYSAVELIFE. 
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Messages f rom the
Graduat ing Class

We are here today to celebrate the graduation of five
students from NEIU’s University Without Walls
nontraditional bachelor’s degree program. It has been an
arduous journey the past three years, through the
COVID pandemic, yet we have persevered—through
quarantines, medical lockdowns, as well as diminished
time with professors and advisors. We stand before you
today accountable for past harms and bound to
overcome generational traumas that caused many of us
to contribute to the deterioration of our families,
communities, and society as a whole. We were once
boys who pointed our fingers at others for the choices
we made and did not take responsibility for our actions.
This day is a culmination of our growth. We are no
longer boys or young men with excuses; we are now
men of determination. We all had to struggle, in our own
ways, to realize that each of us is the master of his own
destiny. We needed the support and guidance of caring
and empathic friends, family, and teachers to keep us on
the path. Our views of ourselves and society changed
for the better. We began to see ourselves as more than
the mistakes we have made. And we began to see
ourselves as solutions to the enduring problems that
plague the communities from which we hail. We began
to live life on our own terms, as fully human beings, and
to speak our truth. Our success was only possible
because so many of you stood beside us in our weakest
moments and darkest days. You propelled us forward
with encouragement and love. 

-Darnell Lane-

This UWW bachelor’s degree adds a strong stone to the
foundation of our lives. We are proud of this
accomplishment, yet humbled and grateful, as we all
know the value and scarcity of this opportunity. We are
five men from different backgrounds, respectful of one
another, but it was especially in challenging each other
that we maximized the experience of this program. Our
criticisms were genuine, they came from the heart. We
accepted critiques with appreciation and, through
committed dialogue, came to realize our solidarity.
Today isn’t a highwater mark; it is a stepping stone in
our educational and life journeys. We will realize our
legacy through activism, as we strive to make the world
a better place through better forms of education,
increased economic opportunity, and greater socio-
political equity.

-Daniel Perkins-

Juan Luna,  Mi  Mano (My Hand) ,  2021 
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Depth Area: 
Justice-Centered Youth

Development And Violence
Prevention

Michael Bell

Faculty Advisor:
Isaura Pulido

Community Advisors:
Alice Kim and
Dave Stovall

Depth Area: 
African-Centered

Transformative Justice 
 Public Education

Reginald BoClair

Faculty Advisor:
Olivia Perlow

Community Advisors:
Beth Richie and 

Johari Jabir

Reginald is an original Chicago Deep Howze Muzik head. His
love for Howze Muzik is outweighed only by his love for his
family. Reginald is a son of Chicago. He was raised in the
Southeast neighborhood of Chatham, where he learned at a
very young age the importance of education. He is a self-
taught spiritualist and purveyor of African-centered thought.
He has extensive experience in the reading and writing of
legal arguments and petitions and is a mentor to other
incarcerated people.

“My pursuit of a college degree has helped me to realize what
I perceive as my purpose in life, which is the perpetuation of
African-Centered Transformative Justice Education (ACTJE).
Having been unable to active participate in society for a long
period of time, UWW’s college degree program has served as a
mental reentry point. With my adoption of abolitionist and
feminist principles, I am able to do something constructive
that will pay homage to those whole came before me, respect
those who are contemporary with me, and leave a legacy for
those who come after me,”

by Helen Sanchez-Cortes

Michael Bell was born on the Southeast Side of Chicago and
raised by college-educated parents who stressed the
importance of education to their three sons. 

At age 14, Mike suffered the devastating losses of his Dad,
grandmother, best friend, and dog. These losses deeply affected
him, and his life was knocked off course. This altered trajectory
culminated in the tragic events of 1990, for which he is still
incarcerated today. 

It wasn’t until 2017, at Stateville C.C., that he was given an
opportunity through PNAP to take college-level courses. That’s
when he discovered the facilities educational community. In
2019 his dream of a college degree was reborn, as he sat on a
prison work crew as a janitor, fighting back tears as he watched
men he had taken classes with receive degrees in front of their
family and friends. It was at that moment that Mike swore he
would do all that he could to go from janitor to graduate. Later
that same year Mike was accepted into Northeastern Illinois
University’s University Without Walls degree program.
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Depth Area: 
Youth Advocacy for Social

Justice
 

Darnell Lane

Faculty Advisor:
Erica Meiners

Community Advisors:
Clinton Nichols and 

Bill Ayers

Depth Area: 
Chicano Arts and

Restorative Justice 
 

Juan Luna

Faculty Advisor:
Adrian Castrejón

Community Advisors:
Sarah Ross and 

Maria Gaspar

Juan Luna was born in Mexico. He came to the United States
at a very young age, and English is his second language. He’s
the oldest of four children, and he has one child himself.
Juan’s wife is from Holland, and he is learning to speak Dutch.

In time he would like to get a master’s degree in Chicanx Art
and a degree in English-Spanish translation. Juan’s dream is to
become a well-known artist. He would like to bring people
together with his art and to show that we are all human
beings with rights. He wants to become an activist and to
fight for the rights of every undocumented person, especially
those who are in prison and don’t know much about the law.

Juan has taken many art classes and contributed to PNAP print
portfolios, as well as PNAP community mural painting designs.
This past year, Juan created three portraits for our LC/staff
portrait project, and last month was featured in an article
about PNAP artists, published in Newcity. 

by Helen Sanchez-Cortes

Darnell Lane is a 50-year-young student of life and all that is
love. He has three adult sons and two young grandchildren. He
categorizes his life as potential delayed because, as a youth, he
did not have mentors to push him to excel, to achieve his full
potential. Although he was sharp in school, he did not put forth
the effort necessary to succeed at the highest levels. Honestly,
he took his smarts and school for granted.

This program has changed the way he views himself and the
accomplishments, however minute, he has attained during his
lifetime. As a youth, he never thought of attending college. To
him, college was something for the privileged few. Being born
and bred in Chicago’s Back of the Yards neighborhood, he did
not know of anyone enrolled in college or who aspired to enroll
in college.

His hope is to become a liaison for our young people. He wants
to be part of the solution, to transform the lives of the youth of
our inner cities, to be an advocate for the young. 
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Depth Area: 
Social Entrepreneurship

with an Emphasis on
Workforce and Youth

Development

Daniel Perkins

Faculty Advisor:
Tim Barnett

Community Advisors:
Mollie Dowling and Raymond

Fleming

Daniel is a proud parent of three amazing boys. He is part of a
powerful learning community here at Stateville. Dan's first
IDOC incarceration was in 1998; however, the groundwork for
trouble was laid well before then. His contact with the criminal
justice system began in 1991, because of petty delinquency. A
life without money, a father, and guidance combined with an
angry and rebellious spirit had him wrestling with the law and
drug and alcohol abuse for 25 years.

Dan has worked for numerous construction companies. In time
his experience, talent, and passion grew, and he eventually
joined the carpenters union and completed a four-year
journeyman’s apprenticeship. At the time of his latest arrest, he
was the owner and installer of River Country Construction Co.

Dan has an affinity for the YouthBuild model, which melds
education, construction, and leadership skills, while imparting
valuable mentorship to at-risk youth. His goal is to pay forward
everything that he’s been given; he regards his education as a
gift.

Art Workshop  
Faculty: William Estrada

Abondans: Worldbuilding and
Afrofuturism
Faculty: Indigo Wright and Timmy
Châu

Reading and Writing Short
Poems
Faculty: Meredith Nnoka

Alternative Justice Systems: A
Comparative Exploration for
Liberation
Faculty: Marina Bell and Clinton
Nichols

Practicing Public Health: Healing
Communities, Healing Selves
Faculty: Evan Lyon and Sam
Chen

The Evolution of Hip-Hop
Faculty: LaTasha DeHaan

Portrait as Mosaic: A Reading
and Writing Intensive Seminar
Faculty: Audrey Petty, Jill Petty,
and Ben Austen

Printmaking: Portraits of Change
Faculty: William Estrada and
Hanna Gibson

Youth and Social Movements
Faculty: David Stovall and Emily
Pierce

Shaped by Spaces: Human
Relationships with Built and
Natural Environments
Faculty: Tess Landon

Modern Mathematics
Faculty: Alan Giuliani

Correspondence on Current
Biology Topics
Faculty: Beth Reinke and Aaron
Schirmer

Tracing the History of Japanese-
American Incarceration During
World War II
Faculty: Fred Sasaki and Cean
Gamalinda

Contemporary Feminist
Engagements
Faculty: Beth Richie, Erica
Meiners, and Anna Martine-
Whitehead

Two Centuries of Black Poetry: A
Generative and Analytical Poetry
Course
Faculty: Tara Betts

Drawing: Observation and
Invention
Faculty: Claire Pentecost

UWW Study Hall
Faculty: Jason LaFountain and
Tim Barnett

Justice, Politics, and Culture
Think Tank
Faculty: Alice Kim, Durrell
Washington, Timmy Châu, and
Noelle Petrowski

2021-22 Academic Year 
Courses 
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We the University Without Walls
graduates of 2022 would like to
thank the following entities and
their staff for all the help they’ve
given us during our pandemic-

driven quest for higher
education:

 
Northeastern Illinois University

(NEIU)
Prison + Neighborhood

Arts/Education Project (PNAP)
Illinois Department of

Corrections (IDOC)
Stateville Correctional Center

UWW student portraits created
by Helen-Sanchez Cortes.

Cover page designed by Juan
Luna and Raan Brown.

Mural designed by Juan Luna, Michael Sullivan, and Johnny Taylor 
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